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off the Prophet’s head after he was murdered at Carthage.?” 


Carthage prison was dead, and Joseph and those who had witnessed his death 
couldn’t help but think, “Vengeance is mine, saith the Гога!” 

Meanwhile the great Nauvoo temple was completed, and Joseph helped guard 
it while howling mobs swore to tear it down. Even though their world seemed to 
be coming apart, Joseph and his family continued to labor in the work of the 
Lord. On January 25th, 1845 Joseph’s brother John Deans Murdock married Mary 
Jane Norris in the new Nauvoo temple. We know not what, if anything, happened 
to Jeanette Risell, according to Joseph’s journal the girl John Deans married at 
New York. 

But an even stranger mystery was in the making, for John’s new wife had a 
brother in New York State, Benny Norris, then only 7 years old, who came with 
his parents to Nauvoo to be with his sister. His father, David Norris, was a 
blacksmith at Nauvoo, and during the fighting there in September, 1846 he was 
killed while defending the city from the mobs who were burning it. Mrs. Norris 
died during the exodus from Nauvoo, leaving poor Benny to fend for himself, 
since his sister and her husband John Deans had already fled the burning city. 

Young Benny Norris became just another of the homeless thousands 
wandering hungry and alone on the frozen prairie. But he knew his sister had 
moved west, and somehow he set out to find her, and against all odds he 
succeeded. The story of Benny Norris and his life with the Murdocks was 


destined to be as strange а tale as any ever heard on the frontier. 
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